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1849     himself to disarm the Wallachians without the Sultan's leave, and in all his acts and communications Nicholas assumed a perfect equality with the sovereign of Turkey in all that concerned the Danubian provinces.   In January, when Wallachia 1849          was completely restored to tranquillity,  Russia proposed a
v. 4 Jan.    seven years' occupation of the Principalities and the signature of a Convention reviving those exclusive pretensions which it was the special object of the Treaty of 1841  to destroy. xxIT.          A further complication arose when the Porte was required to
permit the Russian troops to pass into Transylvania for the purpose of  crushing  the Hungarian   insurgents,  and when Russia furnished Servia with  10,000 muskets for no other purpose than to stir up fresh strife.    It is needless to say that all these proposals and proceedings were met by Canning's Insiruc-      energetic resistance.    The  Convention was eluded and the Draco?      entrance  into   Transylvania prohibited :   yet  the  Russians man,         marched  against the Hungarians in defiance of the Porte, i March     an<^ were punished by a severe defeat at the hands of General Bern.    The situation became daily more critical.    The Turks, said Canning, must be " prepared for the worst," and England xxii.          must finally make up her mind:  "the time  has come for
adopting a definite and decisive course of policy with respect to this country viewed as to its relations with Russia. . . . A timely and effective demonstration of support, especially if it were concerted with France, might be expected to deter the Russian Cabinet from proceeding to extreme measures, or, should it fall short in that respect, to save the Porte from being overwhelmed in a single and unequal struggle."    He evidently anticipated war, and hoped to enlist the forces of England and France on the Turkish  side.    For some time his  eyes  had  been   fixed  on the Mediterranean  squadron. Reshid, in evident anxiety, had asked about its actual position in November, and in February, when the Turks were arming for the expected struggle, and Russia was imperiously insisting on the proposed Convention, the ambassador went so far  as to give the Grand Vezir a hint as to the possible approach of the fleet.    He supported this in a vigorous despatch to Lord Palmerston, in which, whilst urging that no further con-